
LONG QUESTIONS ON “NIGHT OF THE SCORPION” UNIT 11: 
 
Question 1: 
In the poem "Night of the Scorpion," how does the poet depict the relationship between traditional 
beliefs and modern rationality through the actions and responses of the characters during the 
mother's suffering? 
 
Answer: 
The poet contrasts traditional beliefs and modern rationality through the actions of the characters 
surrounding the mother's suffering from the scorpion sting. The villagers, embodying traditional 
perspectives, react with rituals and prayers, invoking divine intervention to counter the sting's effects. 
They express a belief in karma, as seen in their words about purging sins from previous births and 
reducing future misfortunes through the current suffering. Their communal response of buzzing the 
name of God and lighting candles indicates a reliance on spiritual and superstitious practices. 
 
In stark contrast, the poet's father is portrayed as a sceptic and rationalist. He resorts to practical 
solutions, such as utilizing powders, herbs, and even dangerous measures like pouring paraffin on the 
bite. This juxtaposition emphasizes the struggle between ancient beliefs and modern science, 
showcasing how both communities are desperately trying to alleviate the mother's pain, yet their 
methods and philosophies starkly differ. Ultimately, the poem leaves readers contemplating the 
efficacy and coexistence of these divergent approaches, suggesting that despite the father's rational 
intentions, it is the traditional rituals that provide a community with hope and support. 
 
Question 2: 
What imagery does the poet use to create a sense of duality in the poem, particularly concerning the 
representations of good and evil, and how does this contribute to the poem's theme? 
 
Answer: 
Ezekiel employs rich imagery to illustrate the duality of good and evil throughout the poem, 
particularly through the scorpion and the reactions of the community. The scorpion itself symbolizes 
both a tangible threat and a metaphorical representation of evil, depicted as having a "diabolic tail" 
which injects poison. The tension between this evil and the good invoked by the villagers is palpable 
in their repetitive prayers and rituals aimed at purifying the situation.  
 
The imagery of "giant scorpion shadows" on the mud-baked walls serves to reinforce this duality; the 
shadows loom large, suggesting that the scorpion's evil presence permeates the environment, 
contrasting with the flickering light from the candles and lanterns, which symbolizes hope and 
collective strength. The notion that the mother's suffering might reduce misfortune for future 
generations introduces a further layer, implying that the pain experienced in the present could serve 
a greater, redemptive purpose. Through this interplay of light and darkness, good and evil, the poet 
articulates a central theme of the poem: suffering can lead to spiritual cleansing and understanding, 
thus elevating the pain experienced into a form of collective significance and transcendence. 
 
Question 3: 
How does the poet's use of simile and metaphor enrich the emotional landscape of "Night of the 
Scorpion," particularly in relation to the mother's suffering and the villagers' response? 
 
Answer: 
The poet employs simile and metaphor skillfully to deepen the emotional resonance of the poem, 
particularly in conveying the intensity of the mother’s suffering and the various responses to it. For 
instance, the description of the villagers arriving like "swarms of flies" provides a simile that evokes 
both helplessness and the overwhelming nature of the situation. It conjures an image of chaotic 
energy, as the villagers crowd around the mother, their collective fervor both comforting and 
oppressive.  
 
Moreover, the metaphor of poison in the mother's blood "moving with every movement" illustrates 
not only the physical reality of her condition but also the emotional turmoil surrounding it. It suggests 



a sense of urgency and dread that permeates the atmosphere. Additionally, phrases like "the sins of 
your previous birth" and "the sum of all evil balanced in this unreal world" function as metaphors that 
connect individual suffering to greater existential themes, such as karma and the cyclical nature of life 
and death. 
 
These literary devices enrich the poem's emotional landscape by conveying the intensity of fear, 
desperation, and ultimately, resignation. The villagers' metaphysical reasoning and rituals become 
poignant reflections of their hope and helplessness, while the mother’s physical pain transforms into 
a symbolic representation of sacrifice for her children. By intertwining the physical with the spiritual, 
Ezekiel captures a multifaceted emotional response to suffering that transcends mere survival. 
 
Question 4: 
In what ways does the structure of "Night of the Scorpion"—including its pacing and form—affect the 
reader’s understanding of the poem's central themes of suffering and resilience? 
 
Answer: 
The structure of "Night of the Scorpion" plays a crucial role in shaping the reader’s comprehension of 
its central themes of suffering and resilience. The poem is composed in free verse, which allows for a 
fluidity of expression that mirrors the chaotic and evolving situation the mother endures during her 
long night of torment. The pacing of the poem is deliberate, moving through each moment with a 
careful rhythm that evokes the dragging passage of time as the mother suffers without relief. 
 
Long, flowing lines juxtaposed with shorter, more abrupt phrases reflect the alternating currents of 
hope and despair. For instance, the build-up of imagery surrounding the scorpion and the villagers’ 
frantic actions creates a sense of urgency, drawing the reader into the immediacy of the mother’s 
pain. The culmination of these scenes—where the intensity of suffering ricochets against the 
resilience of the community’s spirit—underscores the theme that pain can lead to collective strength 
and understanding. 
 
Moreover, the concluding lines illustrate a profound shift in perspective from suffering to acceptance 
when the mother expresses gratitude that the scorpion's sting spared her children. This moment of 
resilience serves as the emotional climax of the poem, revealing an unexpected grace within suffering. 
The poem’s structure, therefore, not only enhances the thematic depth but also guides the reader 
through the emotional journey from fear to acceptance, inviting reflection on the intersections of 
pain, sacrifice, and familial bonds. 
 
Question 5: 
Discuss the significance of the poem’s closing lines, where the mother expresses gratitude for her 
children’s safety. How does this sentiment resonate with larger themes of motherhood and sacrifice 
present in the poem? 
 
Answer: 
The closing lines of "Night of the Scorpion," where the mother expresses gratitude that the scorpion 
picked on her and spared her children, are profoundly significant as they encapsulate the overarching 
themes of motherhood and sacrifice that permeate the poem. This sentiment reflects a selfless love, 
where the mother prioritizes her children's wellbeing over her own suffering. It resonates deeply with 
the intrinsic nature of motherhood, portraying the lengths to which a mother will go to protect her 
offspring, regardless of the personal cost. 
 
This expression of gratitude in the face of pain shifts the narrative from one of victimhood to 
resilience and strength. It highlights the mother's role not only as a caretaker but also as a figure of 
endurance, suggesting that true sacrifice often requires one to confront and embrace suffering for the 
sake of others. The acceptance of her plight, coupled with the hope that her suffering may lead to 
diminished misfortune for her children, reinforces the idea that pain can serve a transformative 
purpose, allowing her to transcend personal anguish for a greater familial good. 
 



Through these lines, the poem ultimately celebrates the resilience that accompanies motherhood—a 
resilience that emerges not only as an inherent trait but as a conscious choice amidst adversity. The 
mother’s final reflection serves as a poignant reminder of the complex interplay between suffering, 
sacrifice, and love in the fabric of family life, resonating with the reader on both an emotional and 
universal level. 
 
SHORT QUESTIONS WITH ANSWERS: 
 
Question 1: What event triggers the main narrative in the poem? 

Answer:    The main narrative is triggered by the mother being stung by a scorpion. 

Question 2:What do the villagers do to help the mother after she is stung? 

Answer:   The villagers come together to pray, search for the scorpion, and perform rituals to  

counteract the venom. 

Question 3: What do the villagers believe about the mother’s suffering? 

Answer:   They believe her suffering might purify her from sins of previous births and lessen  

misfortunes in her next life. 

Question 4: What method does the father use to try to treat the mother? 

Answer:   The father uses various remedies, including powders, herbs, and even pouring paraffin on 

 the bite before lighting it. 

Question 5: What is the mother's reaction after her suffering? 

Answer:   The mother expresses gratitude that the scorpion stung her and spared her children. 

Question 6: What themes are prominent in "Night of the Scorpion"? 

Answer:   Prominent themes include suffering, resilience, the role of motherhood, and the clash 

 between traditional beliefs and modern rationality. 

Question 7: What does the scorpion symbolize in the poem? 

Answer:  The scorpion symbolizes evil and danger, representing the unpredictable misfortunes that 

    can strike at any moment. 

Question 8: How does the poem reflect on the concept of karma? 

Answer:   The poem reflects on karma through the villagers’ belief that the mother’s current suffering 

may reduce misfortunes in her future life and cleanse her past sins. 

Question 9: How is the theme of community illustrated in the poem? 

Answer:   The theme of community is illustrated through the collective efforts of the villagers as they 

 come together to support the mother, performing rituals and prayers in solidarity. 

Question 10:What does the mother's acceptance of her suffering convey about the nature of pain? 

Answer:  The mother’s acceptance of her suffering conveys that pain can lead to a deeper  

understanding and connection within the family and community, turning an individual  

tragedy into a shared experience. 


